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G AT H E R I N G
REFLECTION

It is here, in the thing
that happened at the first
Christmas, that the most
profound unfathomable
depths of the Christian
revelation lie. God became
man;... the Almighty
appeared on earth as a
helpless human baby, unable
to do more than lie and
stare and wriggle and make
noises, needing to be fed
and changed and taught to
talk like any other child...
The more you think about
it, the more staggering it
gets. Nothing in fiction is so
fantastic as this truth of the
incarnation.
— J. I. Packer

CALL TO WORSHIP
INVOCATION

My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my
Savior, for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant.
For behold, from now on all generations will call
me blessed; for he who is mighty has done great
things for me, and holy is his name.
We are gathered in the name of God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit. Let us pray together:
O radiant Dawn, splendor of eternal light, sun
of justice: Come, shine on those who dwell in
darkness and the shadow of death.
O Ruler of all the nations, the only joy of every
human heart, O keystone of the mighty arch of
humankind: Come and save the creature you
fashioned from the dust.
O Emmanuel, ruler and lawgiver, desire of the
nations, savior of all people: Come and set us free,
Lord our God. Amen.

HYMN OF ADORATION
TO US A CHILD OF HOPE IS BORN
To download sermons,
read monthly newsletters,
or sign up to receive weekly
email announcements, visit
redmountainchurch . org .

Hymn lyrics reprinted with
permission: CCLI 2321334
ONE

Words: John Morison, 1781
Music: Bruce Benedict, 2009
To us a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv’n,
Him shall the tribes of earth obey, Him all the hosts of Heav’n.
His Name shall be the Prince of Peace, Forevermore adorned,
The Wonderful, the Counselor, The great and mighty Lord.

His pow’r, increasing, still shall spread, His reign no end shall know,
Justice shall guard His throne above, And peace abound below.
To us a Child of hope is born, To us a Son is giv’n,
The Wonderful, the Counselor, The mighty Lord of Heav’n.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
FROM THE WRITINGS OF JOHN OF DAMASCUS (675 - 750 AD)

I believe in one God, the source of all things,
without beginning, uncreated, immortal
and unassailable, eternal, everlasting,
incomprehensible, bodiless, invisible,
uncircumscribed, without form.
I believe in one superessential Being, one Godhead
greater than our conception of divinity, in three
persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and I adore
Him alone.
I worship one God, one Godhead, but I adore three
persons: God the Father, God the Son made flesh,
and God the Holy Spirit, one God.
I do not adore the creation rather than the Creator,
but I adore the one who became a creature, who
was formed as I was, who clothed Himself in
creation without weakening or departing from His
divinity, that He might raise our nature in glory and
make us partakers of His divine nature.

A READING FROM JEREMIAH 31:7-14

For thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts
for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your
people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring them from the land
of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among
them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a
great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in
a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
7

Nursery
Ages: 8 weeks – 3 years
Children’s Lessons
“Beulah Land”
Age: 3
Structured nursery time
including free play,
Bible story, “work” time
(artwork), and snack.
“Godly Play”
Ages: 4 – 9
Children are welcome to
accompany their parents
in church until dismissed
for their lesson. Contact
Bobby Bardin.
Each community group is
asked to recruit 6 volunteers
to serve in the nursery.
Volunteers should arrive at
4:45 p.m. If your group can’t
participate on the assigned
date, swap with another group
at least a week in advance.
Contact Bobby Bardin.
Tonight’s Nursery
Stephens/Zinn CG
January 9 Nursery
Gresham 280 CG

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a
flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands
10

(continued on next page)
TWO

too strong for him. 12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of
the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a
watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young
men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
14
I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord,

Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF ADORATION
ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING

Words: Francis of Assisi, 1225, tr. William H. Draper, 1919.
Music: Lasst Uns Er freuen, Peter von Brachel, 1623
All creatures of our God and King
Lift up your voice and with us sing,
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
Thou silver moon with softer gleam!

Thou fire so masterful and bright,
That givest man both warmth and light.

O praise Him! O praise Him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

And all ye men of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and on Him cast your care!

Thou rushing wind that art so strong
Ye clouds that sail in Heaven along,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising moon, in praise rejoice,
Ye lights of evening, find a voice!

Let all things their Creator bless,
And worship Him in humbleness,
O praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One!

Thou flowing water, pure and clear,
Make music for thy Lord to hear,
O praise Him! Alleluia!

REMEMBERING THE GOSPEL
CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of all
men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, Which
we, from time to time, most grievously have committed, By thought, word,
and deed, Against thy Divine Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath and
indignation against us. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these
our misdoings; The remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The burden of
them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon us, most merciful
Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, Forgive us all that is past;
And grant that we may ever hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life,
To the honour and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised forgiveness of sins to
all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon
and deliver you from all your sins; confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all who truly turn to
him.
Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you;
So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all that believe in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
Thanks be to God!

HYMN OF ADORATION
THE FIRST NOEL

Words & Music: Traditional English
The first Noel the angel did say
And by the light of that same star
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; Three Wise Men came from country far;
In fields where they lay tending their sheep,
To seek for a King was their intent,
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
And to follow the star wherever it went.

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
They lookèd up and saw a star
Shining in the east, beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.

Then let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
That hath made Heaven and earth of naught,
And with His blood mankind hath bought.

A READING FROM EPHESIANS 1:3-14
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good
pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace
8
that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he
has made known to us the mystery of his will, according
3

to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a
plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in
him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we
have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined
according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who
were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the
praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had
believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised
Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
FOUR

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
(Here the leader intercedes for the congregation, community, and world at large)
The risen Christ is in our midst, so with Christ we pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.

CHILDREN DISMISSED
TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH (GODLY PLAY — PRE- K THRU 3RD)

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all
people.
5
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself
was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into
the world. 10He was in the world, and the world came into
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He
came to what was his own, and his own people did not
1

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
15
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.’”) 16From his fullness we have
all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
18
No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is
close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

FIVE

DEVOTED TO THE SCRIPTURES
PSALM 103

MESSAGE
REV. MARK GIGNILLIAT
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORSHIP THROUGH OFFERING
HYMN OF OFFERING
O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO

* Please remain seated for offering
hymn (congregation sings in unison).

Words: George Matheson.
Music: Christopher Miner.
O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

O light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
SIX

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E H O LY F E A S T
The Passing of the Peace ,
or Pax Domini, is an ancient
part of Christian worship and
was established as an element
of communion liturgy. Here we
observe it as preparation for
approaching the Lord’s Table.
Not to be seen simply as a
“grab and gab” time, it is a
moment where we joyfully but
reverently express our union
and reconciliation with each
other in Christ.
We welcome all followers
of Jesus Christ to
partake in this sacrament
of communion: those who
are baptized members of a
congregation that proclaims
the gospel, who are at peace
with God and their neighbor,
and who seek strength to
live in deeper communion
with Jesus. If you are not
a Christian, or you are not
prepared to share in this
meal, we encourage you to
spend this time in prayer. We
hope this time is of benefit
to you as you reflect on your
relationship with Christ and
with his people, the church.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
(Greet one another with a sign of friendship such as: “The peace
of Christ be with you” & “And also with you.”)

PREPARING FOR THE TABLE

Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
O God, in the sending of your Son, Jesus, to be born of Mary, your
Word became flesh, and we have seen a new and radiant vision
of your glory. His name is above every name, the Prince of Peace
and Savior of all. In him we have been brought out of darkness
into your marvelous light. Therefore we join our voices with all the
saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of
your name:

SANCTUS

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory, hosannah!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord,
Hosannah in the highest!

We break bread in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
and proclaim the mystery of the faith.
Christ has died! Christ has risen! Christ will come
again!
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
Therefore let us keep the feast.

SILENT REFLECTION

SEVEN

HYMN OF RESPONSE
WHO IS THIS, SO WEAK AND HELPLESS

Words: William How
Music: Christopher Miner
Who is this, so weak and helpless,
Child of lowly Hebrew maid,
Rudely in a stable sheltered,
Coldly in a manger laid?
’Tis the Lord of all creation,
Who this wondrous path has trod;
He is Lord from everlasting,
And to everlasting God.

We celebrate by
coming forward to feast
at the Lord’s table. Please
approach the table, break
off a piece of the bread,
and drink the wine from
the common cup as it is
offered to you. If you
don’t feel comfortable
drinking the wine or are
concerned for health
reasons, there are smaller
cups of juice available.

Who is this, a Man of Sorrows,
Walking sadly life’s hard way,
Homeless, weary, sighing, weeping
Over sin and Satan’s sway?
’Tis our God, our glorious Savior,
Who above the starry sky
Is for us a place preparing,
Where no tear can dim the eye.
Who is this? Behold him shedding
Drops of blood upon the ground!
Who is this, despised, rejected,
Mocked, insulted, beaten, bound?
’Tis our God, Who gifts and graces
On His church is pouring down;
Who shall smite in holy vengeance
All His foes beneath His throne.
Who is this that hangs there dying
While the rude world scoffs and scorns,
Numbered with the malefactors,
Torn with nails, and crowned with thorns?
’Tis our God Who lives forever
’Mid the shining ones on high,
In the glorious golden city,
Reigning everlastingly.

EIGHT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
New to Red Mountain
Church? You’ll get a chance
to meet some folks during
our worship services, but
real relationships take time.
Community groups are the
best way to find your stride
at RMC and to join in the
life of the church. Groups
meet in members’ homes in
neighborhoods across the
city, and meeting formats
vary. For more information
about community groups
or church membership,
contact Adam Young.
Opportunity to Pray for
RMC and Our City: Meet for
prayer each Sunday before
the worship service, 4:30
p.m. in the second-floor
office suite. Contact David
Chong, dave ypc @ gmail . com .
Announcements
To have an announcement
added to the bulletin,
email Stephanie Laughlin.
Lost & found
located in kitchen.

The Last Word
God always has the last word
in our worship. Our tradition
at Red Mountain Church
is to extend our hands out
in a posture of receiving
the blessing of God.

NINE

FOR CONTACT INFORMATION, SEE BACK PAGE .
CHURCH BUSINESS
Women’s Bible Studies: Monday Morning Study begins January
17, 9:30 a.m. at the Avon. Childcare will be provided. Contact
Lauren Denton (l aurenkdenton @ gmail . com) or Kappi Naftel
(k appihamilton @ yahoo . com). Tuesday Evening Study begins January
18. Contact Carolyn Adkins (cadkins @ bham . rr . com). Both studies
will focus on 1 John.
Women’s Retreat: January 14 – 15, 2011 at Sacred Heart Retreat
Center in Cullman, AL. Julie Sparkman will be our speaker. Email Kelly
Denson (kelly. denson @ gmail . com) by January 9 to register.
Men’s Retreat: February 18 – 19 at Hargis YMCA Retreat Camp in
Chelsea, AL, 7 p.m. Friday through Saturday lunch. Cost is $30 and
includes lodging and Saturday breakfast & lunch.
Parenting Seminar: As part of our Spiritual Formation Series, Dr.
Jim Coffield, Professor of Counseling at RTS Orlando, will lead a twoday seminar on parenting children in the grace of the gospel. Friday,
January 28 from 7 – 9 p.m. and Saturday, January 29 from 9 a.m. –
12 noon. Childcare will be provided. Cost: $25 per couple ($15 for
individual). To sign up, contact Adam Young.
“What is Red Mountain Church?” Class: February 5, 8:30 –
11:30 a.m. at the Avon Theater. This class explores what we believe as
a church and why we do what we do. For potential RMC members and
anyone wanting to know more. Contact Stephanie Laughlin to register.
OUR COMMUNITY
Welcome Baby Grimm! Ellis Day Grimm was born on December
25, weighing 9 lbs 10 oz. If you would like to provide a meal for Lee,
Meredith, & big brother Lee, please email Staci Self (stacithr @
bellsouth . ne t ).
Welcome Baby McLarry! Magnolia Grace McLarry was born on
December 6, weighing 9 lbs 4 oz. If you would like to provide a meal
for Joel & Naomi, please email Lauren Black (lrbl ack @ uab . edu).

R E D M O U N TA I N C H U R C H

ELDERS
Andrew Cordell 222-9335
acordell @ southernco . com

Mark Gignilliat 726-4123
msgignil @ samford . edu

Miles Gresham 492-0318
milesgresham @ mac . com

Cal Morris 542-6923
DEACONS
Bobby Bardin

453-4361

bobby @ redmountainchurch . org

Rodney Green 368-5286

lawn - mowwer @ hotmail . com

Brooks Lumpkin 903-2352
brooksl @ gmail . com

John Williams 602-1100
jwilliams @ mawins . com

Other information (address, prayer request, interest in serving):

Stephanie Laughlin Administrative Assistant
529-0479 stephanie @ redmountainchurch . org

PHONE

Katie Howell Financial Administrator
427-7377 katie @ redmountainchurch . org

EMAIL

Bobby Bardin Children’s Coordinator
453-4361 bobby @ redmountainchurch . org

NAME

Jeff Koonce Chief Musician
585-5228 jeff @ redmountainchurch . org

DATE

Adam Young Assistant Pastor
447-8647 ayoung @ redmountainchurch . org

CONNECTING WITH RED MOUNTAIN CHURCH

Tom Cannon Pastor
201-1810 tcannon @ redmountainchurch . org

Tear off and place this in the offering basket to provide updated contact information, interest in membership,
interest in serving or other important information for the pastors.
1st-time visitor
Interested in more information about RMC
Prayer request

POST OFFICE BOX 55825
BIRMINGHAM AL 35255
(205) 321-2510
REDMOUNTAINCHURCH.ORG

OUR PLACE
Within a few miles of Red Mountain lives all the diversity of Birmingham, Alabama. Throughout
Southside, UAB, Highlands, Downtown, Lakeview, Avondale, Woodlawn, Crestwood and Homewood,
the glory and the poverty of the city are mixed together. Red Mountain Church hopes to be
deeply rooted in these few square miles. Stand in downtown Birmingham anytime day or night,
and you will see “the friendless, the sorrowing, the rich, and the poor.” This is our place!

OUR PURPOSE
To embrace and embody the gospel in the church and among all the people of Birmingham
with the hope of seeing the joy and peace of Christ’s kingdom come to our city.

OUR HOPES FOR BIRMINGHAM
That Christ will create, out of the diverse communities of our city, a new worshipping community,
which will experience the grace, joy and freedom of the gospel. “Praise awaits you O God in Zion
… blessed are those you have chosen. We are filled with the good things of your house!”
(Psalm 65)
That we will become a welcoming community, open to the skeptic, the seeker, the new convert and
the struggling Christian. That we will meet needs (spiritual, physical, social), and share together in
the life of Christ. “They broke bread in each other’s homes with glad and sincere hearts, enjoying the
favor of all the people. And God added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2)
That we will become a serving community that loves our city and which gives to, challenges and
changes Birmingham through gospel ministries of word, justice and mercy. “They will be called
Oaks of Righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of His splendor.” (Isaiah 61)
That we will become a growing community that helps establish other churches around Birmingham,
the nation and the world. “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.”
(Colossians 1)

WE BELIEVE...
WE BELIEVE that the gospel — as taught in Scripture and lived
out through the church — changes everything

Red Mountain Church is par t of the Presbyterian Church in America

