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THE ORDINARY YEAR
SEPTEMBER 11, 2011

G AT H E R I N G
REFLECTION

CALL TO WORSHIP

There is something in us,
as storytellers and as
listeners to stories, that
demands the redemptive
act, that demands that
what falls at least be
offered the chance to
be restored. The reader
of today looks for this
motion, and rightly so,
but what he has forgotten
is the cost of it. His
sense of evil is diluted or
lacking altogether, and so
he has forgotten the price
of restoration.
— Flannery O’Connor

INVOCATION

All who thirst, come to the water. Come, all who are weary;
come, all who yearn for forgiveness. The Holy Spirit through
Jesus Christ has washed over us, and our gracious and holy
God beckons and blesses us. Drink deeply of these living
waters.
Glory to you, O Lord, glory to you.

HYMN OF ADORATION
WE LOVE THY HOLY NAME

Words: Joseph Hart, 1712-1768
Jesus, Lord of life and peace,
To thee we lift our voice;
Teach us at thy holiness
To tremble and rejoice.
Sweet and terrible’s thy word;
Thou and thy word are both the same
Holy, holy, holy Lord, We love thy holy name
Holy, holy, holy Lord, We love thy holy name.

The flowers are to honor
the memory of Lawson
Hunter Finch, who passed
away eight years ago this
week.
ONE

Saints in whom thy Spirit dwells,
Pour out their souls to thee;
Each his tale in secret tells,
And sighs to be set free.
Christ admired, themselves abhorred,
They cry with awe, delight and shame,

Just and righteous is our king;
Glorious holiness;
Though we tremble while we sing,
We would not wish it less.
Souls by whom the truth’s explored
Wonders of mercy best proclaim.

A READING FROM EXODUS 14:19-31

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and
went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them
and took its place behind them. 20It came between the army of Egypt
and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness,
and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 21Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back
by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the
waters were divided. 22The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground,
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 23The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s
horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the Lord in
the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw
the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so that
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the
Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” 26Then the Lord
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.”
27
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea
returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord
tossed the Egyptians into the sea.28The waters returned and covered
the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But the Israelites
walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for
them on their right and on their left.30Thus the Lord saved Israel that day
from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
31
Israel saw the great work that theLord did against the Egyptians. So the
people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.
19

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Nursery
Ages: 8 weeks – 3 years
Children’s Lessons
“Beulah Land”
Age: 3
Structured nursery time
including free play,
Bible story, “work” time
(artwork), and snack.
“Godly Play”
Ages: 4 – 9
Children are welcome to
accompany their parents
in church until dismissed
for their lesson. Contact
Bobby Bardin.
Each community group
is asked to recruit 6
volunteers to serve in the
nursery. Volunteers should
arrive at 4:45 p.m. If your
group can’t participate on
the assigned date, swap
with another group at
least a week in advance.
Contact Bobby Bardin.
Tonight’s Nursery
Black/Finch CG
September 18 Nursery
Barrett CG

HYMN OF ADORATION
THE GOSPEL IS GOOD NEWS INDEED

Words: William Gadsby, 1773-1844

The gospel is good news indeed,
To sinners deep in debt;
The man who has no works to plead,
Will thankful be for it.

Freedom from sin and Satan’s chains,
And legal toil as well,
The gospel sweetly now proclaims;
Which tidings suit them well.

To know that when he’s nought to pay,
His debts area all discharged,
Will make him blooming look as May,
And set his soul at large.

How gladly does the prisoner hear,
What gospel has to tell!
‘Tis perfect love that casts out fear,
And brings him from his cell.

No news can be compared with this,
To men oppressed with sin;
Who know what legal bondage is,
And labor but in vain.

The man that feels his guilt abound,
And knows himself unclean,
Will find the gospel’s joyful sound,
Is welcome news to him.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Forgive us our sins, O Lord. Forgive us the sins of our youth and the sins
of our age, the sins of our soul and the sins of our body, our secret and
our whispering sins, our presumptuous and our careless sins, the sins
we have done to please ourselves, and the sins we have done to please
others. Forgive us the sins that we know, and the sins that we know not;
forgive them, O Lord, forgive them all because of your great goodness.
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF GRACE
FROM ROMANS 3 & THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

Righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
By faith I have a deep-rooted assurance, created in me by the Holy Spirit
through the gospel, that, out of sheer grace earned for us by Christ, not
only others, but I too, have had my sins forgiven, have been made forever
right with God, and have been granted salvation.

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
REBECCA ANNE CORDELL

THREE

BAPTISM HYMN

Words: Henriette L. Von Hayn, 1778
I am Jesus’ little lamb
Ever glad at heart I am
For my Shepherd gently guides me
Knows my need and well provides me
Loves me every day the same
Even calls me by my name

CHILDREN DISMISSED
TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH (GODLY PLAY — PRE- K THRU 3RD)

A READING FROM ROMANS 14:1-12
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the
purpose of quarreling over opinions. 2Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables.
3
Those who eat must not despise those who abstain,
and those who abstain must not pass judgment on
those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who
are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It
is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And
they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them
stand. 5Some judge one day to be better than another,
while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully
convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who
eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks
1

to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of
the Lord and give thanks to God. 7We do not live to
ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live,
we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord;
so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the
Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so
that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living.
10
Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister?
Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister?
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.
11
For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise
to God.” 12So then, each of us will be accountable to
God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN OF GRACE
JESUS’ PRECIOUS BLOOD

Words: William J. Irons, 1812-1833
What sacred fountain yonder springs
Up from the throne of God,
And all new covenant blessings brings?
‘Tis Jesus’ precious blood.
What mighty sum paid all my debt,
When I a bondman stood,
And has my soul at freedom set?
‘Tis Jesus’ precious blood.

What stream can sweep away
My sins just like a flood,

Nor lets one guilty blemish stay?
‘Tis Jesus’ precious blood.
What voice is that which speaks for me
In heaven’s court for good,
And from the curse has set me free?
‘Tis Jesus’ precious blood.
What theme, my soul shall best employ
Thy harp before thy God,
And make all heaven to ring with joy?
‘Tis Jesus’ precious blood.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
FROM THE BELGIC CONFESSION OF 1561, CHAPTER 23

We believe that our blessedness lies in the forgiveness of our sins
because of Jesus Christ, and that in it our righteousness before God
is contained, as David and Paul teach us when they declare that man
blessed to whom God grants righteousness apart from works.
And the same apostle says that we are justified “freely” or “by grace”
through redemption in Jesus Christ. And therefore we cling to this
foundation, which is firm forever, giving all glory to God, humbling
ourselves, and recognizing ourselves as we are; not claiming a thing for
ourselves or our merits and leaning and resting on the sole obedience of
Christ crucified, which is ours when we believe in him.
That is enough to cover all our sins and to make us confident, freeing the
conscience from the fear, dread, and terror of God’s approach, without
doing what our first father, Adam, did, who trembled as he tried to cover
himself with fig leaves.
In fact, if we had to appear before God relying — no matter how little —
on ourselves or some other creature, then, alas, we would be swallowed
up. Therefore everyone must say with David: “Lord, do not enter into
judgment with your servants, for before you no living person shall be
justified.”

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we, your unworthy servants, give you
humble thanks for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us and to all
whom you have made. We bless you for our creation, preservation, and
all the blessings of this life, but above all for your immeasurable love in
the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of
grace, and for the hope of glory. And, we pray, give us such an awareness
of your mercies that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your
praise, not only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to
your service, and by walking before you in holiness and righteousness all
our days, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 18:15-20
Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another
member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventyseven times. 23“For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves.24When he began the
reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents
21

was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his
lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, and payment to
be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that
slave released him and forgave him the debt.28But
that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of

his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’
29
Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with
him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison
until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their lord all that had

taken place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said
to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt
because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have
had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on
you?’34And in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you
do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

MESSAGE
WELCOMING THE WEAK, HONORING THE LORD
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORSHIP THROUGH OFFERING
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us — Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF OFFERING
HARK, THE VOICE OF LOVE AND MERCY

Words: Attributed to Jonathan Evans, 1784 & Benjamin Francis, 1787
Hark, the voice of love and mercy,
Sounds aloud from Calvary!
See, it rends the rocks asunder,
Shakes the earth and veils the sky!
“It is finished, It is finished,”
Hear the dying Savior cry.

Finished all the types and shadows,
Of the ceremonial law;
Finished all that God had promised;
Death and hell no more shall awe.
“It is finished, it is finished,”
Saints from hence your comfort draw.

“It is finished,” O what pleasure,
Do these charming words afford.
Heavenly blessings, without measure,
Flow to us from Christ the Lord.
“It is finished, it is finished,”
Saints the dying words record.

Tune your harps anew, ye seraphs;
Join to sing the pleasing theme;
Saints on earth and all in heaven,
Join to praise Immanuel’s name.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Glory to the bleeding lamb!

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E H O LY F E A S T
The Passing of the
Peace, or Pax Domini,
is an ancient part of
Christian worship and
was established as an
element of communion
liturgy. Here we observe
it as preparation for
approaching the Lord’s
Table. Not to be seen
simply as a “grab and
gab” time, it is a moment
where we joyfully but
reverently express our
union and reconciliation
with each other in Christ.
We encourage families
to approach the
communion table together.
Parents and children who
have have been admitted
to the Lord’s Supper
can take the elements.
Children not yet admitted
to the table can observe
and if their parents
request it, receive a prayer
of blessing from a pastor
or an elder who is holding
the communion cup.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
(Greet one another with a sign of friendship such as: “The
peace of Christ be with you” & “And also with you.”)

PREPARING FOR THE TABLE

Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
Truly it is good and right that we should at all times and in
all places, give thanks to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty
and everlasting King. Therefore with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven and all the Church on earth,
we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising
you and singing:

SANCTUS

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
hosannah! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord, Hosannah in the highest!

We break bread in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, and proclaim the mystery of the faith.
Christ has died! Christ has risen! Christ will
come again!
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
Therefore let us keep the feast.

SILENT REFLECTION
PR AYER FOR CHRISTIANS

I know, O Lord, that you have risen. I feel the weakness and
frailty of my flesh and my will. But I hope in the power of the
gospel, the power of the resurrection. As I feast at your table,
eating the bread and drinking the cup, fill me with life again.
Sustain me by your grace that I might run in the path of your
commands.
SEVEN

PR AYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH UNBELIEF

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as
I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise.
PR AYER FOR THOSE BEGINNING TO BELIEVE

God, I am beginning to see that I am more sinful and lost
than I dared to believe, and yet in Jesus, I can be more loved
and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I thank you for the
work of Christ, his atoning death and his perfect life, which
are credited to me when I turn from my sin and believe. Help
me to embrace Christ as he is offered to me in the gospel,
and in believing, help me live a new life.
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN

O Lord, my transgression is ever before me! It clings to me!
Help me believe that the Gospel is bigger than my sin. Help
me see that Jesus’ work not only frees me from the penalty
of sin, but also breaks sin’s power. As I feast on the bread
and wine, convince me that I am no longer struggling to be
free from sin, but that in Christ I am now free to struggle
with my sin.

FLOW OF COMMUNION LINES
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We welcome all
followers of Jesus
Christ to partake in this
sacrament of communion:
those who are baptized
members of a congregation
that proclaims the gospel,
who are at peace with
God and their neighbor,
and who seek strength to
live in deeper communion
with Jesus. If you are not
a Christian, or you are
not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage
you to spend this time in
prayer. We hope this time
is of benefit to you as you
reflect on your relationship
with Christ and with his
people, the church.
We celebrate by
coming forward to feast
at the Lord’s table. Please
approach the table, break
off a piece of the bread,
and drink the wine from
the common cup as it is
offered to you. Or, if you
prefer, you may drink juice
from the smaller cups.

Please note: there will always be an elder distributing the elements at
station 2 (middle section, in front of table).

EIGHT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
New to Red Mountain
Church? You’ll get a
chance to meet some
folks during our worship
services, but real
relationships take time.
Community groups are
the best way to find your
stride at RMC and to join
in the life of the church.
Groups meet in members’
homes in neighborhoods
across the city, and
meeting formats vary.
For more information
about community groups
or church membership,
contact Adam Young.
Announcements
To have an announcement
added to the bulletin,
email Karen Sullivan.
Visit us online at

redmountainchurch . org

Lost & found
located in kitchen.

The Last Word
God always has the last
word in our worship.
Our tradition at Red
Mountain Church is to
extend our hands out in
a posture of receiving
the blessing of God.
NINE

FOR CONTACT INFORMATION, SEE BACK PAGE .
CHURCH BUSINESS
“What is RMC?” Class: Saturday, September 17, 8:30 a.m. –
11:30 a.m., for anyone curious or considering joining the church.
For more info, or to sign up, contact Karen Sullivan.
Visit the RMC website: redmountainchurch . org .
* Email announcements — click News, then “sign up.”
* “What is RMC?” Class — click the link on the home page by
Sept. 14 to register for this class.
Community Groups are starting back. These groups are
the primary way to know others and be known at RMC. Groups
meet throughout the city on different evenings of the week. If
you’re interested in joining a group, or for more information,
contact Adam Young.
EVENTS
Women’s Book Club: On September 19 we’ll discuss Gilead
by Marilynne Robinson. We meet the 3rd Monday each month so
come when you can! Contact Sarah Torsch (sf torsch @ gmail . com),
Carolyn Adkins (cadkins @ bham . rr . com) or Anna Bardin (bardins @
me . com) .
OUR COMMUNITY
Welcome Baby Sartelle! John Preston was born on August 25,
weighing 7 lbs. 7 oz. To provide a meal for Preston, Kristin, and
siblings Nate & Rose, contact Tiffany Denson, tiffdenson @ gmail .
com , 205-503-8603.
Welcome Baby Dunbar! Charles Springer was born on August
21, weighing 8 pounds, 3 ounces and measuring 21 inches. To
provide a meal for McGavock, Ann, and big brother Jake, please
contact Melanie Grant mel anie andjerrygr ant @ gmail . com .
Welcome Baby Spear! Mabel Eaves was born on August 17,
weighing 7 lbs. 14 oz., and measuring 20.5 inches. To provide a
meal for Andrew, Amy, and big brother Holt, please contact Abby
Becker abbypat tonbecker @ yahoo . com .
Welcome Baby Denson! Cecily Eleanor was born on August
5, weighing 6 lbs., 10 oz. To provide a meal for Bruce, Kelly, and
siblings Parker & Charlie, contact Angel Finch, angelfinch @ mac .com.

BENEDICTION

Children’s Coordinator

Katie Howell
427-7377

Financial Administrator

bobby @ redmountainchurch . org

Karen Sullivan Administrator
karen @ redmountainchurch . org
821-0070
ELDERS
Andrew Cordell
Mark Gignilliat
Miles Gresham
Cal Morris
Jerry Grant

222-9335
726-4123
492-0318
542-6923
902-9228

DEACONS

453-4361
Bobby Bardin
368-5286
Rodney Green
Brooks Lumpkin 903-2352
602-1100
John Williams
Warren Stewart 281-1254
			
Brett Jakaitis 		
747-7070
David Chong

acordell @ southernco . com
msgignil @ samford . edu
milesgresham @ mac . com
jgrant @ danielcorp . com

bobby @ redmountainchurch.org
l awn - mow wer @ hotmail . com
brooksl @ gmail . com
jwilliams @ mawins . com
wfste wart @ gmail . com
bjak aitis @ yahoo . com
david .y. chong @ gmail . com

To download sermons, read monthly newsletters, or
sign up to receive weekly email announcements, visit
redmountainchurch . org .

Hymn lyrics reprinted with permission: CCLI 2321334

CONNECTING WITH RED MOUNTAIN CHURCH

katie @ redmountainchurch . org

Other information (address, prayer request, interest in serving):

Bobby Bardin
940-1124

jeff @ redmountainchurch . org

PHONE

Chief Musician

EMAIL								

Jeff Koonce
585-5228

ayoung @ redmountainchurch . org

NAME

Assistant Pastor

DATE

Adam Young
447-8647

tcannon @ redmountainchurch . org

Prayer request

Pastor

Interested in more information about RMC

Tom Cannon
201-1810

1st-time visitor

POST OFFICE BOX 55825 BIRMINGHAM AL 35255
(20 5) 321-2510 REDMOUNTAINCHURCH.ORG

Tear off and place this in the offering basket to provide updated contact information, interest in membership, interest in serving or
other info for the pastors.

R E D M O U N TA I N C H U R C H

OUR PLACE
Within a few miles of Red Mountain lives all the diversity of Birmingham, Alabama. Throughout
Southside, UAB, Highlands, Downtown, Lakeview, Avondale, Woodlawn, Crestwood and Homewood,
the glory and the poverty of the city are mixed together. Red Mountain Church hopes to be
deeply rooted in these few square miles. Stand in downtown Birmingham anytime day or night,
and you will see “the friendless, the sorrowing, the rich, and the poor.” This is our place!

OUR PURPOSE
To embrace and embody the gospel in the church and among all the people of Birmingham
with the hope of seeing the joy and peace of Christ’s kingdom come to our city.

OUR HOPES FOR BIRMINGHAM
That Christ will create, out of the diverse communities of our city, a new worshipping community,
which will experience the grace, joy and freedom of the gospel. “Praise awaits you O God in Zion
… blessed are those you have chosen. We are filled with the good things of your house!”
(Psalm 65)
That we will become a welcoming community, open to the skeptic, the seeker, the new convert and
the struggling Christian. That we will meet needs (spiritual, physical, social), and share together in
the life of Christ. “They broke bread in each other’s homes with glad and sincere hearts, enjoying the
favor of all the people. And God added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2)
That we will become a serving community that loves our city and which gives to, challenges and
changes Birmingham through gospel ministries of word, justice and mercy. “They will be called
Oaks of Righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of His splendor.” (Isaiah 61)
That we will become a growing community that helps establish other churches around Birmingham,
the nation and the world. “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.”
(Colossians 1)

WE BELIEVE...
WE BELIEVE that the gospel — as taught in Scripture and lived
out through the church — changes everything.

Red Mountain Church is part of the Presbyterian Church in America.

