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G AT H E R I N G
REFLECTION

CALL TO WORSHIP

The world rages around
me, the devil lays snares
for me; but I do not fall,
for I am founded upon
a firm Rock. Perhaps I
have committed some
great sin, my conscience
is troubled, but I do
not despair, because I
remember the Wounds
of my Lord; for He
was wounded for our
iniquities. What sin is
there so deadly that it
may not be remitted
through the Death of
Christ?

INVOCATION

— Bernard of Clairvaux

BASED ON REVELATION 7

I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They cried
out in a loud voice, saying,
“Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on
the throne, and to the Lamb!”
Today our voices join this ongoing heavenly hymn of praise.
In Jesus’ name, let us worship God.

HYMN OF ADORATION
COME HOLY GHOST

Words: Attributed to Rhabanus Maurus, circa 800
Come, Holy Ghost, Creator blest
And in our hearts take up thy rest,
Come with thy grace and heav’nly aid
To fill our hearts which thou hast made
To fill our hearts which thou has made
Be Not afraid, Where you go,
There I am with you.
O Comforter, to thee we cry,
Thou heavenly gift of God most high
Thou fount of life, and fire of love
And sweet anointing from above
And sweet anointing from above

ONE

O Holy Ghost through thee alone
Know we the Father and the Son
Be this our firm unchanging creed
That thou dost from them both proceed
That thou dost from them both proceed
Praise we the Lord, Father and Son,
And Holy Spirit with them one
And may the Son on us bestow
All gifts that from the Spirit flow
All gifts that from the Spirit flow

A READING FROM JOSHUA 3:7–17

The Lord said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight
of all Israel, so that they may know that I will be with you as I was with
Moses. 8You are the one who shall command the priests who bear the ark
of the covenant, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan,
you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9Joshua then said to the Israelites,
“Draw near and hear the words of the Lord your God.”10Joshua said, “By
this you shall know that among you is the living God who without fail will
drive out from before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites,
Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites: 11the ark of the covenant of the Lord
of all the earth is going to pass before you into the Jordan. 12So now select
twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. 13When the soles
of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the Lord, the Lord of all the
earth, rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan flowing
from above shall be cut off; they shall stand in a single heap.”
14
When the people set out from their tents to cross over the Jordan, the
priests bearing the ark of the covenant were in front of the people.15Now
the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest. So when
those who bore the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests
bearing the ark were dipped in the edge of the water, 16the waters flowing
from above stood still, rising up in a single heap far off at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, while those flowing toward the sea of the Arabah,
the Dead Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people crossed over opposite
Jericho. 17While all Israel were crossing over on dry ground, the priests who
bore the ark of the covenant of the Lord stood on dry ground in the middle
of the Jordan, until the entire nation finished crossing over the Jordan.
7

Nursery
Ages: 8 weeks – 3 years
Children’s Lessons
“Beulah Land”
Age: 3
Structured nursery time
including free play,
Bible story, “work” time
(artwork), and snack.
“Godly Play”
Ages: 4 – 9
Children are welcome to
accompany their parents
in church until dismissed
for their lesson. Contact
Bobby Bardin.
Each community group
is asked to recruit 6
volunteers to serve in the
nursery. Volunteers should
arrive at 4:45 p.m. If your
group can’t participate on
the assigned date, swap
with another group at
least a week in advance.
Contact Bobby Bardin.
Tonight’s Nursery
Page/Torsch CG
November 6 Nursery
Taylor/Williams CG

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
TWO

HYMN OF CONFESSION
FROM THE DEPTHS OF WOE

Words: Martin Luther, 1523 (from Psalm 130)
From the depths of woe I raise
to Thee the voice of lamentation;
Lord, turn a gracious ear to me
and hear my supplication:
If Thou iniquities dost mark,
our secret sins and misdeeds dark,
O who shall stand before Thee? (echo)
O who shall stand before Thee? (echo)
To wash away the crimson stain,
grace, grace alone availeth;
Our works, alas, are all in vain;
in much the best life faileth:
No man can glory in Thy sight,
all must alike confess Thy might
And live alone by mercy. (echo)
And live alone by mercy. (echo)
Therefore my trust is in the Lord,
and not in my own merit;
On Him my soul shall rest,
His word upholds my fainting Spirit:

His promised mercy is my fort,
my comfort and my sweet support;
I wait for it with patience. (echo)
I wait for it with patience. (echo)
What though I wait the live-long night,
and till the dawn appeareth,
My heart still trusteth in His might;
it doubteth not nor feareth:
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed,
ye of the Spirit born indeed;
And wait till God appeareth. (echo)
And wait till God appeareth. (echo)
Though great our sins and sore our woes,
His grace much more aboundeth;
His helping love no limit knows,
our utmost need it soundeth.
Our Shepherd good and true is He,
who will at last His Israel free
From all their sin and sorrow. (echo)
From all their sin and sorrow. (echo)

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF SIN

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live and
die in faith. Forgive our indifference to your will. You have commanded us
to speak, but we have been silent. You have called us to do what is just,
but we have been fearful. Have mercy on us, your faithless servants. Keep
before us faithful people for us to follow so that, by the power of your
Holy Spirit, we may grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, to the praise of your holy name. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

WORDS OF GRACE
FROM EPHESIANS 2

You are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets,
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built together spiritually
into a dwelling place for God.

CHILDREN DISMISSED
TO CHILDREN’S CHURCH (GODLY PLAY — PRE- K THRU 3RD)

A READING FROM 1 THESSALONIANS 2:9–20
You remember our labor and toil, brothers and
sisters; we worked night and day, so that we might
not burden any of you while we proclaimed to you the
gospel of God. 10You are witnesses, and God also,
how pure, upright, and blameless our conduct was
toward you believers. 11As you know, we dealt with
each one of you like a father with his children,12urging
and encouraging you and pleading that you lead a life
worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom
and glory.
13
We also constantly give thanks to God for this, that
when you received the word of God that you heard
9

from us, you accepted it not as a human word but as
what it really is, God’s word, which is also at work in
you believers. 14For you, brothers and sisters, became
imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that
are in Judea, for you suffered the same things from
your own compatriots as they did from the Jews,15who
killed both the Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove
us out; they displease God and oppose everyone 16by
hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles so that
they may be saved. Thus they have constantly been
filling up the measure of their sins; but God’s wrath
has overtaken them at last.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CORPORATE CONFESSION OF FAITH
FROM HEIDELBERG CATECHISM, Q. 54 – 55

I believe that the Son of God, through his Spirit and Word, out of the
entire human race, from the beginning of the world to its end, gathers,
protects, and preserves for himself a community chosen for eternal life
and united in true faith. And of this community I am and always will be
a living member. The communion of saints — believers one and all — as
members of this community, share in Christ and in all his treasures and
gifts. Each member should consider it a duty to use these gifts readily
and cheerfully for the service and enrichment of the other members.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Eternal God, your Word declares that the life that is laid down in faith will be raised and
produce a great harvest. This we celebrate as we proclaim:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
We remember and praise you for the saints and martyrs of this and every age. These lives,
like seeds, dropped to the ground, yet their witness has borne fruit and enables us to say:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
We pray for your church throughout the world and for that part to which we belong, that it
may be ready to spend and to be spent in your service, that the love of self-preservation
may be set aside, that the deaths you demand of it may be embraced joyfully, and that
through all it may proclaim:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

In silence we surrender to your will and purpose ourselves and all that we count important.
For we cannot know the glory of Christ’s resurrection if we do not have the fellowship of
sufferings. And we cannot expect to gather the kingdom’s harvest if we do not sow the
kingdom’s seed. In us and through us, may your Spirit proclaim:
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. Amen.

HYMN OF GRACE
LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING

Words: Charles Wesley, 1747
Love divine, all loves excelling,
Joy of heaven to earth come down;
Fix in us thy humble dwelling;
All thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesus, Thou art all compassion,
Pure unbounded love Thou art;
Visit us with Thy salvation;
Enter every trembling heart.

Come, Almighty to deliver,
Let us all Thy life receive;
Suddenly return and never,
Never more Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above,
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing,
Glory in Thy perfect love.

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit,
Into every troubled breast!
Let us all in Thee inherit;
Let us find that second rest.
Take away our bent to sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
End of faith, as its Beginning,
Set our hearts at liberty.

Finish, then, Thy new creation;
Pure and spotless let us be.
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee;
Changed from glory into glory,
Till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before Thee,
Lost in wonder, love, and praise.

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 23:1-12
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,
2
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat;
3
therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it;
but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what
they teach. 4They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,
and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they
themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them.
5
They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they
make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long.
6
They love to have the place of honor at banquets and
1

the best seats in the synagogues, 7and to be greeted
with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people
call them rabbi. 8But you are not to be called rabbi,
for you have one teacher, and you are all students.
9
And call no one your father on earth, for you have one
Father—the one in heaven. 10Nor are you to be called
instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah.
11
The greatest among you will be your servant. 12All
who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who
humble themselves will be exalted.

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

MESSAGE
THEATER OF THE ABSURD
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

WORSHIP THROUGH OFFERING
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the
earth in their season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make
us, we ask you, faithful stewards of your great bounty, for the provision of
our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

HYMN OF OFFERING
DEAR REFUGE OF MY WEARY SOUL

Words: Anne Steele
Dear refuge of my weary soul, On Thee, when sorrows rise
On Thee, when waves of trouble roll, My fainting hope relies
To Thee I tell each rising grief, For Thou alone canst heal
Thy Word can bring a sweet relief, For every pain I feel
But oh! When gloomy doubts prevail, I fear to call Thee mine
The springs of comfort seem to fail, And all my hopes decline
Yet gracious God, where shall I flee? Thou art my only trust
And still my soul would cleave to Thee Though prostrate in the dust
Hast Thou not bid me seek Thy face, And shall I seek in vain?
And can the ear of sovereign grace, Be deaf when I complain?
No still the ear of sovereign grace, Attends the mourner’s prayer
Oh may I ever find access, To breathe my sorrows there
Thy mercy seat is open still, Here let my soul retreat
With humble hope attend Thy will, And wait beneath Thy feet,
Thy mercy seat is open still, Here let my soul retreat
With humble hope attend Thy will, And wait beneath Thy feet

SIX

C E L E B R AT I N G T H E H O LY F E A S T
The Passing of the
Peace, or Pax Domini,
is an ancient part of
Christian worship and
was established as an
element of communion
liturgy. Here we observe
it as preparation for
approaching the Lord’s
Table. Not to be seen
simply as a “grab and
gab” time, it is a moment
where we joyfully but
reverently express our
union and reconciliation
with each other in Christ.
We encourage families
to approach the
communion table together.
Parents and children who
have have been admitted
to the Lord’s Supper
can take the elements.
Children not yet admitted
to the table can observe
and if their parents
request it, receive a prayer
of blessing from a pastor
or an elder who is holding
the communion cup.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!
(Greet one another with a sign of friendship such as: “The
peace of Christ be with you” & “And also with you.”)

PREPARING FOR THE TABLE

Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord!
Let us give thanks to our Lord God!
It is good and right to do so!
Truly it is good and right that we should at all times and in
all places, give thanks to you, O Lord, Holy Father, almighty
and everlasting King. Therefore with angels and archangels
and all the company of heaven and all the Church on earth,
we praise and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising
you and singing:

SANCTUS

Holy, holy holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory,
hosannah! Blessed is he who comes in the
name of the Lord, Hosannah in the highest!

We break bread in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, and proclaim the mystery of the faith.
Christ has died! Christ has risen! Christ will
come again!
Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
Therefore let us keep the feast.

SILENT REFLECTION
PR AYER FOR CHRISTIANS

I know, O Lord, that you have risen. I feel the weakness and
frailty of my flesh and my will. But I hope in the power of the
gospel, the power of the resurrection. As I feast at your table,
eating the bread and drinking the cup, fill me with life again.
Sustain me by your grace that I might run in the path of your
commands.
SEVEN

PR AYER FOR THOSE STRUGGLING WITH UNBELIEF

Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. Grant
that I might be undaunted by the cost of following you as
I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality
of who you are. Give me an understanding of you that is
coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise.
PR AYER FOR THOSE BEGINNING TO BELIEVE

God, I am beginning to see that I am more sinful and lost
than I dared to believe, and yet in Jesus, I can be more loved
and accepted than I ever dared to dream. I thank you for the
work of Christ, his atoning death and his perfect life, which
are credited to me when I turn from my sin and believe. Help
me to embrace Christ as he is offered to me in the gospel,
and in believing, help me live a new life.
PRAYER FOR CHRISTIANS STRUGGLING WITH SIN

O Lord, my transgression is ever before me! It clings to me!
Help me believe that the Gospel is bigger than my sin. Help
me see that Jesus’ work not only frees me from the penalty
of sin, but also breaks sin’s power. As I feast on the bread
and wine, convince me that I am no longer struggling to be
free from sin, but that in Christ I am now free to struggle
with my sin.

FLOW OF COMMUNION LINES
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We welcome all
followers of Jesus
Christ to partake in this
sacrament of communion:
those who are baptized
members of a congregation
that proclaims the gospel,
who are at peace with
God and their neighbor,
and who seek strength to
live in deeper communion
with Jesus. If you are not
a Christian, or you are
not prepared to share in
this meal, we encourage
you to spend this time in
prayer. We hope this time
is of benefit to you as you
reflect on your relationship
with Christ and with his
people, the church.
We celebrate by
coming forward to feast
at the Lord’s table. Please
approach the table, break
off a piece of the bread,
and drink the wine from
the common cup as it is
offered to you. Or, if you
prefer, you may drink juice
from the smaller cups.

Please note: there will always be an elder distributing the elements at
station 2 (middle section, in front of table).

EIGHT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
New to Red Mountain
Church? You’ll get a
chance to meet some
folks during our worship
services, but real
relationships take time.
Community groups are
the best way to find your
stride at RMC and to join
in the life of the church.
Groups meet in members’
homes in neighborhoods
across the city, and
meeting formats vary.
For more information
about community groups
or church membership,
contact Adam Young.
Announcements
To have an announcement
added to the bulletin,
email Karen Sullivan.
Visit us online at

redmountainchurch . org

Lost & found
located in kitchen.

The Last Word
God always has the last
word in our worship.
Our tradition at Red
Mountain Church is to
extend our hands out in
a posture of receiving
the blessing of God.
NINE

FOR CONTACT INFORMATION, SEE BACK PAGE .
CHURCH BUSINESS
RMC Directory: if you’d like to be listed, please check the
draft on the back table tonight to ensure that your information
is added and/or accurate. We hope to print the final draft in a
couple of weeks, so thanks for giving this your attention.
EVENTS
African Mission and Market: Help support the Stevens’
adoption by purchasing handmade African crafts after church
tonight. Fliers with info about their mission work in Africa are
also available including links to their blog and World Harvest.
Spiritual Formation Series:
Please RSVP at redmountainchurch . org where you’ll also find
more info.
Nov. 4, 7–9 p.m. & Nov. 5, 9–11:30 a.m.: Dr. Mark
Gignilliat will teach”Micah: Ancient Prophecy, Timely Words” at
the church. RSVP by Oct. 28, esp. for childcare.
Nov. 11, 6–7:30 p.m.: Bring your children to enjoy dinner
and teaching by Mrs. Karen Edwards along the theme of ”Big
God, Big Gospel.” RSVP by Nov. 8, esp. for infant/toddler care.
Nov. 13, 10 a.m. – Noon: Gordon C. Bals, Ed.D., BCPC of
Daymark Pastoral Counseling will teach ”The Art of Mothering”
at Girl’s Inc. in Crestwood North.
Children’s Advent Activities: on four consecutive Tuesdays
starting Nov.22 from 4-5pm at the church. More details to come.
OUR COMMUNITY
Sunday Night Dinner: New to the church? Single or newly
married? Come enjoy food and fellowship after the service. Next
dinner is November 6 at 6:45, hosted by the Youngs. 1649 12th
St S. in Southside. See Adam after the service for directions.
Medical Mission to Haiti: Preparations for this Nov. 7–14
mission continue! Please email Jessica (jmwhalen @ samford . edu)
to offer support in the way of supplies, money, and/or prayer.
Welcome Baby Miller! Parents Allison and Bob have recently
returned to Birmingham with Eloise Warrick who was born on
September 17. If you can provide a meal for the family, please
contact Krys Barrett, krysbarre t t @ me . com .

BENEDICTION

Children’s Coordinator

Katie Howell
427-7377

Financial Administrator

bobby @ redmountainchurch . org

Karen Sullivan Administrator
karen @ redmountainchurch . org
821-0070
ELDERS
Andrew Cordell
Mark Gignilliat
Miles Gresham
Cal Morris
Jerry Grant
DEACONS

Bobby Bardin
Rodney Green
John Williams
David Chong

222-9335
726-4123
492-0318
542-6923
902-9228

acordell @ southernco . com
msgignil @ samford . edu
milesgresham @ mac . com
jgrant @ danielcorp . com

940-1124 bobby @ redmountainchurch.org
368-5286 l awn - mow wer @ hotmail . com
602-1100
747-7070

jwilliams @ mawins . com
david .y. chong @ gmail . com

To download sermons, read monthly newsletters, or
sign up to receive weekly email announcements, visit
redmountainchurch . org .

Hymn lyrics reprinted with permission: CCLI 2321334

CONNECTING WITH RED MOUNTAIN CHURCH

katie @ redmountainchurch . org

Other information (address, prayer request, interest in serving):

Bobby Bardin
940-1124

jeff @ redmountainchurch . org

PHONE

Chief Musician

EMAIL								

Jeff Koonce
585-5228

ayoung @ redmountainchurch . org

NAME

Assistant Pastor

DATE

Adam Young
447-8647

tcannon @ redmountainchurch . org

Prayer request

Pastor

Interested in more information about RMC

Tom Cannon
201-1810

1st-time visitor

POST OFFICE BOX 55825 BIRMINGHAM AL 35255
(20 5) 321-2510 REDMOUNTAINCHURCH.ORG

Tear off and place this in the offering basket to provide updated contact information, interest in membership, interest in serving or
other info for the pastors.

R E D M O U N TA I N C H U R C H

OUR PLACE
Within a few miles of Red Mountain lives all the diversity of Birmingham, Alabama. Throughout
Southside, UAB, Highlands, Downtown, Lakeview, Avondale, Woodlawn, Crestwood and Homewood,
the glory and the poverty of the city are mixed together. Red Mountain Church hopes to be
deeply rooted in these few square miles. Stand in downtown Birmingham anytime day or night,
and you will see “the friendless, the sorrowing, the rich, and the poor.” This is our place!

OUR PURPOSE
To embrace and embody the gospel in the church and among all the people of Birmingham
with the hope of seeing the joy and peace of Christ’s kingdom come to our city.

OUR HOPES FOR BIRMINGHAM
That Christ will create, out of the diverse communities of our city, a new worshipping community,
which will experience the grace, joy and freedom of the gospel. “Praise awaits you O God in Zion
… blessed are those you have chosen. We are filled with the good things of your house!”
(Psalm 65)
That we will become a welcoming community, open to the skeptic, the seeker, the new convert and
the struggling Christian. That we will meet needs (spiritual, physical, social), and share together in
the life of Christ. “They broke bread in each other’s homes with glad and sincere hearts, enjoying the
favor of all the people. And God added to their number daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2)
That we will become a serving community that loves our city and which gives to, challenges and
changes Birmingham through gospel ministries of word, justice and mercy. “They will be called
Oaks of Righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of His splendor.” (Isaiah 61)
That we will become a growing community that helps establish other churches around Birmingham,
the nation and the world. “All over the world this gospel is bearing fruit and growing.”
(Colossians 1)

WE BELIEVE...
WE BELIEVE that the gospel — as taught in Scripture and lived
out through the church — changes everything.

Red Mountain Church is part of the Presbyterian Church in America.

